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CENTLEC ACTIVELY INVEST IN AND LAUNCH DATA CENTERS IN 
BLOEMFONTEIN TO SUPPORT DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH. 
 
For immediate release. 
 
Data Centres play a critical role in supporting and stabilizing power grids by providing 
consistent, predictable, and substantial demand for electricity.  
 
The launch of a dedicated data centre will not only support the regions’ digital 
transformation and development of a Smart City, but it is also seen as a significant 
milestone for both the Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality and the Free State 
province. By launching its first dedicated data centre, Centlec (SOC) Ltd is evolving 
from a traditional electricity utility into a modern digital infrastructure provider. 
 
This initiative is a strategic move to diversify revenue beyond electricity sales, which 
are increasingly under pressure from the rise of renewable energy and off-grid 
solutions. 
 
Strategic Importance of the CENTLEC Data Centre. 
 
The launch serves three primary objectives: 
 
1. Alternative Revenue Stream: Reducing dependency on electricity tariffs by 

commercialising ICT infrastructure. 
 
2. Regional Digital Sovereignty: Providing the first Tier-standard data hosting facility 

within the Free State, ensuring that local data stays within the province. 
 
3. Support for Government & Public Entities: Offering a secure, localised environment 

for state departments to migrate from costly on-premise hardware to a managed 
co-location model. 
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Centlec has extended an invitation to all government departments and public entities 
to leverage this facility for: 
 
o Data Integrity & Security 
 

The data centre provides a controlled environment with high-level physical and 
cybersecurity protocols. This protects sensitive public records from unauthorised 
access, physical theft, or environmental damage (fire, humidity, etc.). 

 
o Disaster Recovery (DR) 
 

Government departments can use the facility as a secondary "failover" site. In the 
event of a system failure at their primary office, critical services (like billing, payroll, 
or citizen databases) can be restored quickly from the CENTLEC data centre. 

 
o Business Continuity 
 

The facility is backed by CENTLEC’s own power infrastructure, including industrial-
grade Uninterrupted Power Supplies (UPS) and backup generators, ensuring that 
hosted data remains accessible even during municipal power outages or load 
shedding. 

 
Benefits of Hosting Locally 
 
o Reduced Latency:  

 
Faster access to data for local government employees and residents due to the 
physical proximity of the servers. 

 
o Cost Savings:  

 
Avoiding the massive capital expenditure (CAPEX) of building and maintaining 
individual server rooms in every department. 

 
o Compliance:  

 
Assisting departments in meeting the requirements of the Protection of Personal 
Information Act (POPIA) by keeping data in a secure, audited South African facility. 

 
In conclusion, data Centres are evolving from passive energy users to active 
participants in creating resilient, efficient, and sustainable energy ecosystems, 
supporting the digital economy while addressing power challenges 
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